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By Hailee Spresser 

 
Tuesday, December 4, marked the first day of games at the annual Castle Rock Tournament 

in Quinter.  The tournament consisted of eight teams including:  Golden Plains, Hoxie, Ellis, 
Wheatland/Grinnell, Dighton, Quinter, Atwood, and Cheylin.  The Lady Bulldogs came into the 
tournament as the #2 seed behind Hoxie.  “Throughout the tournament, we worked well together 
as a team.  It was awesome having our fans and bench behind us all the way-win or loss,” said 
Junior Kylie Jones.  Senior Angela Ritter reflected on her last year of the Castle Rock 
Tournament, “Overall, even though Castle Rock is always an exhausting week, I was proud of 
the positive attitude we all maintained throughout.  Despite our couple losses, I feel we were 
really able to grow and improve as a team.  Although it didn’t end how we wanted to, there is a 
lot that we were able to learn and grow from to improve on for our future games.”   

Golden Plains played the #7 seeded Rawlins Count/Atwood Lady Buffaloes on Tuesday as 
their first game in the tournament.  The Lady Bulldogs entered into this match up with a record 
of 1-0.  Golden Plains started off with very slow defense in the first quarter.  Golden Plains 
permitted Atwood 15 points, but the Lady Bulldogs managed to put in 23 points for the first 
quarter.  Better defense in the second quarter allowed Golden Plains to pull further ahead of 
Atwood for the half time score of 34-19.   

Even with a huge lead, the Lady Bulldogs didn’t give up in the second half and continued to 
dominate Atwood.  Golden Plains put in 31 points for the second half, holding Atwood to 20 
points.  The Lady Bulldogs pushed through to the end of the game to destroy Atwood, 65-39.  
Kylie Jones led in points with 17.  Other scorers were Angela Ritter-14, Jordan Christensen-7, 
MiKayla Lobato, Hailee Spresser, and Leea Juenemann each putting in 6, Kami Miller-5, 
Macayla Easton-3, and Kynndra Rush with a made free throw.  “It was awesome having so many 
underclassmen that can come in and keep the pace up,” commented Jones.   

The Lady Bulldogs advanced to the winner’s side of the bracket and took on the #3 Ellis 
Lady Railers on Friday, December 7.  Golden Plains started off leading in the first quarter 5-0, 
but as the quarter went on Ellis creeped up and ahead of the Lady Bulldogs, 12-26.  Ellis had a 
14 point lead to begin the second quarter.  Golden Plains put up 15 points and held the Lady 
Railer’s to 7, putting the half time score at 27-33.  In the third quarter, baskets by Ritter, 
Juenemann, and Christensen allowed the Lady Bulldogs to outscore Ellis 12-9, but Ellis still led 
by three, 39-42.  Starting out the fourth quarter, Christensen made a three pointer to tie up the 
game.  From there for the next three minutes, Ellis would score, and then Golden Plains would 
score to tie it up.  As the fourth quarter wound down, Ellis pulled away from the Lady Bulldogs 
to win the game 57-63.  Christensen led the team with 18 points, followed by Ritter-12, Spresser-
10, Jones-7, Juenemann-4, Easton-4, and Miller and Lobato each chipping in a basket.   

Golden Plains proceeded to the consolation game against the Wheatland/Grinnell Lady 
Thunderhawks the next day, Saturday, December 8.  Golden Plains got the tip, and immediately 
scored with a pass from Spresser to Christensen for a layup.  Unfortunately, that was the only 
score for the Lady Bulldogs in the first quarter.  The Lady Thunderhawks were allowed to put in 
ten points for the quarter.  Christensen started off the second quarter with two made free throws, 
and then Ritter following in her footsteps with a basket.  Jones put up two in a row followed by 
Spresser, Ritter, and Lobato.  Ritter stole the ball for a layup for the last basket before halftime.  
The Lady Bulldogs scored 16 in the second quarter, setting the halftime score very close, 18-20.  



After halftime, Golden Plains allowed the Lady Thunderhawks to go on a 7 point streak 
then a 5 point streak, but still kept it a close game at the end of the third quarter, 29-34.  In the 
fourth quarter, the Lady Bulldogs couldn’t hold down the Lady Thunderhawks.  Golden Plains 
fell short to Wheatland/Grinnell, 41-50.  Leading the team was Jones-12, Christensen-10, Ritter-
6, Spresser-4, Miller-3, and Easton, Juenemann, and Lobato each putting in 2.  “There’s always 
going to be those few bumps in the path,” said Ritter.  “We just have to focus on what needs to 
be improved, show up to practice with the right mindset, and work to get better every day.” 

The Lady Bulldogs record now stands at 2-2.  They look forward to their next games Friday, 
December 14, as they travel to Weskan to take on the Lady Coyotes.   


